Statement on Gaza

Meeting of the Promotors of Justice and Peace, Order of Preachers — Europe
Vienna, 1-5 June 2025

Preamble
We recognize the immense complexity of the ongoing conflict in Gaza, which has led to the tragic loss of countless innocent
lives. What follows are reflections we wish to share with you, drawn from our recent Justice and Peace meeting in Vienna.

1. Be Critical of Political Narratives

We urge you to approach political narratives with discernment and caution. All too often, these narratives are shaped by bias,
oversimplifications, and prejudice. The situation in Gaza is profoundly complex, and we have no intention to enter into debate
over political positions. Rather, we call for thoughtful awareness and critical engagement with the information presented.

2. Call for an Immediate Ceasefire

We appeal to you, in your ministry and public witness, to advocate for an immediate and mutual ceasefire. The ongoing
violence has led to the death and suffering of countless human lives. We must not remain indifferent in the face of atrocities,
including the killing of children and the targeting of hospitals and residential areas. These acts are inhumane and must be
condemned. Raising awareness, calling for an end to violence and the release of hostages and prisoners is a moral obligation.
Both peoples have a right of existence and co-existence.

3. Support Humanitarian Aid Efforts

We strongly encourage you to actively support and contribute to humanitarian aid initiatives. It is vital to raise awareness and
advocate for the opening of humanitarian corridors to ensure that essential aid can reach those suffering in Gaza. Food, medical
supplies, and shelter are urgently needed—our compassion must translate into concrete action.

4. Promote Dialogue as a Path to Peace

Peace cannot be imposed through violence—it must be built through dialogue. We urge you to promote, support and
participate in initiatives that foster mutual understanding and reconciliation in cooperation with civil society to implement a
global plan of long-term peacebuilding. Every voice raised for peace adds to the possibility of a just and lasting resolution.
We also encourage our brothers and sisters involved in academia to research, discuss and share plans and visions for a
sustainable, just and peaceful long-term solution of the conflict.

Conclusion
In times of darkness and ongoing genocide, our collective conscience must not grow silent. Let us continue to pray, act, and
speak out for justice, peace, truth and the dignity of every human life.
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